
 

MINUTES  

ORANGE COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

July 16, 2012 

The Meeting was CALLED TO ORDER by the Chairman at 9:06 AM.   Directors T. Pahucki, M. Pillmeier,  D. 
Hulle,  J. Wright  and G. Keeton were present, along with K. Sumner,  C. DeGroodt and K. O’Dell (OCSWCD),   J. 
Heller (NRCS) and R. Baglia (CCE). 
  
Wright made the Motion, seconded by Keeton, to accept May’s Board MINUTES. 
  
CORRESPONDENCE  
 
2012-2013 AEM Strategic Plan Implementation Contract needs to be signed and notarized. 
 
There was a brief discussion regarding the District’s 2013 budget that was submitted to Timothy Tucker, OC
Budget Department, for review.  It’s been suggested in the past that the District budget money for Equipment
Replacement.  This would be difficult as there is no money left over at the end of the year.  A new corn planter
could cost approx. $28,000.  J. Wright suggested that the District research what other agencies charge people to rent
their equipment.  Sumner mentioned that one local farmer charges $20/acre, but it’s a 10’ seeder (the District’s is a 
7’).   
 
Senate Bill 6615, Assembly Bill 9464, is the legislation to permanently raise the reimbursement cap to
Districts from $30,000 to $60,000 per year.  These bills were passed by the State Senate and Assembly a few 
weeks ago.  It was sent out to Bonacic, Larkin and any Orange County reps on Assembly W & M.  Pahucki said he 
would see about getting the Orange County Legislature to pass a resolution supporting full passage of this measure.  
 
Wright made the Motion, seconded by Keeton, to accept the May and June FINANCIAL REPORTS. 
 

K. O’Dell (SWCD) – O’Dell has been busy moving the seeders and planter.   
 
She attended the Wallkill Inspection in May.  There were a couple of large snags identified across the river channel
but it was mostly dead trees along the banks. Sumner mentioned that the contract with Suburban Excavating ended
at the end of March 2012.  Approx. 15 spots were identified. 
 
Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plans (CNMPs) – O’Dell submitted a plan to the State Committee for review
in March.  She received six pages of comments back.  She is working on revising the plan and will resubmit it.   
 
K. Sumner (SWCD) – ACRF Update – Staff are still working on closing out this program.  On June 8th, Brian 
Steinmuller from the State Office came to the office to work on the close-out.  We’re waiting to receive payment on 
a voucher submitted to Albany in order to pay farmers for projects they have completed.  In addition, some of the
engineering bills did not get paid by OC Planning Dept. so the District will try and get reimbursed through the
ACRF program.   
 
A handful of applicants applied for the Technician vacancy.  One, a local from the Hamlet of Wallkill, was
interviewed a few weeks ago and did very well on our in-house exam, has farm and equipment experience and
seemed well qualified.  The County’s Human Resources Dept. said that he did not meet the requirements as he has a
Bachelors degree in business with credits in environmental science.   
 
Pochuck Creek Dike Relocation Project (PCDRP) -  This was one of several projects on a flood mitigation grant 
proposal submitted to the DEC by the County of Orange.  The total you could request had to be between $300,000 -
$500,000.  The Town of Warwick was the formal applicant for the PCDRP.  $250,000 was requested for the 
PCDRP (the main project) and the District just found out that this County project was deemed ineligible.  Because 
of this, it dropped the total grant request to under $300,000.  No  
 



 
 
 
one called Orange County to tell them this.  The remaining projects on the grant were under $300,000 so the entire 
proposal got dropped.   
 
The District’s Budget Hearing is scheduled for August 14, 2012 at 1:00 PM at the 911 building.  Tim Tucker is 
currently working on our paperwork. 
 
The new technician hired to replace Elizabeth Murphy on the Grass Pellet Project is working out well.  He has been
meeting with greenhouse growers in Orange and Ulster Counties.  A tub grinder has been purchased which closes 
out the Rural Development grant. 
 
R.  Baglia (CCE) – The 4-H Showcase will be at Bergen’s Farm in Slate Hill July 18-22.  There was a brief 
discussion about attending the Otisville Country Fair but it’s too late for this year.  It’s being held August 23-26.    
 
There was a brief discussion regarding the dry weather and two fires on two local farms. 
 
A Green Infrastructure Bus Tour will be on Thursday, August 2, 2012 from 12-4:30 PM.  It will begin at Cornell 
Cooperative Extension and visit sites in Middletown and Newburgh. 
 
The New York State Farm Bureau had a bus tour that went to various farms. 
 
There was Christmas Tree Twilight Meeting in Dutchess County. Next year it will be in Orange. 
 
They are working on filling the Community Educator position as well as Tom Davis’s position. 
 
There will be a Floriculture Field Day on July 24, 2012 at Cornell University in Ithaca. 
 
Open House on the Farm will be in September 29th on the Simpson Farm.   
 
J. Heller (NRCS) – EQIP sign-ups are over.  Fifteen contracts were successful.  Everyone who has a new contract 
has to implement a practice within the first year. 
 
Staff is busy following up on old contracts.  Some will need to be cancelled and some will be modified due to Irene
and Lee. 
 
WRP – No individual appraisals have come through yet. 
 
Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program – There are three applications, all in Warwick. 
 
EWP – there is a site in New Windsor.  FEMA is working with NRCS on this. 
 
Heller has been doing site visits for 12 ECP projects with FSA. 
 
Working on 6 HEL determinations and 1 wetland determination.   
  
Jerry Lewis, NRCS Engineer, is no longer in the area, it does not look like his position will be filled anytime soon. 
 
Deron Davis, NRCS Engineer, will be here in Middletown on July 31st to assist with some contracts where he 
helped with design work. 
 
NRCS received a trimble GPS device which can be used out in the field and then hooks up to a computer. 
 
National Civil Rights Review – Six offices were chosen for review, Middletown was not one of them. 
 
 



 
 
There is no new information on the lease, which was up March of last year.   
 
Pillmeier asked who does Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) appraisals.  Heller said that NRCS hires an 
independent appraiser.  A brief discussion followed regarding the WRP program and how WRP landowner 
applications are funded. 
 
OLD BUSINESS – Wallkill Maintenance Update- The current contract with Suburban Excavating expired in
March 2012.  The County wants a more formal bidding process.  It’s impossible to do a ‘lump sum’ bid.  Sumner 
passed out the bid packet from the County.  It doesn’t specify sizes/classes of equipment and the skidder should not
be on the list.  Sumner provided Pahucki with a suggested change to the bidding procedure that would base the
bidding on an excavator with a tree shear and an excavator with a thumb – the two most important pieces of 
equipment for the work.  Pahucki suggested the Board make a Motion to extend the contract until December 31st. 
Pahucki made a Motion, seconded by Pillmeier, to extend the contract, with the authorization of the Supervisors. 
All terms are to remain the same, with Suburban Excavating until December 31, 2012.  All in favor. 
 
Pahucki made a Motion to accept the District’s 2011 Audit Report, seconded by Hulle. All in favor. 
 
NEW BUSINESS - Sumner is working on a grant to the DEC that is due August 2nd to build more stormwater 
green infrastructure practices around the County.  One project would be at Cornell Cooperative Extension to install
a stormwater planter.  Water would be collected and directed into existing raised planter beds.  The grant would
cover the full installation cost, staff time and engineering.  The second project would be a retrofit project in the 
Warwick High School parking lot. This project would cost approx. $54,000.  Pillmeier made the Motion, seconded
by Pahucki to submit the grant.  All in favor. 
 
The District sedan will be put up for bid.  It’s driveable but needs some front end repair work.  Pillmeier suggested 
contacting James Burpoe, Orange County Dept. of General Services Commissioner to see if there is a benefit to
placing it on the County’s ebay site. 
 
It was mentioned that the Ag & Farmland Protection Board meeting for July is cancelled. 
 
R. Baglia mentioned that there are 15 registrants for the Green Infrastructure Bus Tour, which is co-sponsored by 
the District, NYS DEC and CCE.  CCE needs some money for the deposit on the bus.  She asked if the District
could pay the remaining balance on the bus bill and then CCE will reimburse them.    The Board approved the 
District to pay the balance.  
 
The NEXT MEETING is scheduled for  Monday,  August 20, 2012  at 9 AM.  The MEETING was adjourned at 
10:35 AM on a Motion by Wright, seconded by Pillmeier.     
 
                                                                                                        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
                                                                                                        Christine DeGroodt 
                                                                                                        Secretary to the Board                                               
  
 



 



 



 



 

  

 

 


